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"Iqbal has attributed the decline of mysticism as is visible already from the
afore mentioned letter to the Persian influence on Islam. Like other matters,
he advocates vital aspects of Sufism - a Sufisn vigourous and energetic to
life. Thus Iqbal abhors negative aspects of Sufism but craves for lifeful
elements" 
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" In spite of these and a few other shortcomings in Arberry's
translations of Iqbal's works, on the whole the works are well
translated and the Iqbalists throughout the world will keep on
acknowledging his services in the field of Iqbal's studies."
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He did not report about anything except according to his inner vision, and he
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did not order the following of his example except according to the truth of his
conduct. He was in the presence of Allah, then he brought others to His
Presence. He saw, then he related what he was. He was sent forth as a guide,
so he defined the limits of conduct. 










 



 




 


No one is capable of discerning his true significance, except the Sincere, since
he confirmed its validity, and then accompanied him so that there would not
remain any disparity between them. 


 Sincere  
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If you flee from his domains, what route will you take without a guide, oh
ailing one? The maxims of the philosophers are like a slipping heap of sand
before his wisdom. 
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9. I saw a certain bird from the selves of the Sufis which flew with the two
wings of Sufism. He denied my glory as he persisted in his flight. 

10. He asked me about purity and I said to him: Cut your wings with the
shears of annihilation. If not you cannot follow me.

11. He said to me: 'I fly with my wings to my Beloved.' I said to him: 'Alas
for thee! Because there is naught like Him, He is the All-Hearing, the
All-seeing.'So then he fell into the sea of understanding and was
drowned. 
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"The Doctorine of the Absolute Unity 







"Thoughts and  as Expounded by Abdul Karim al-Jilani"

Speeches, Writings &  Reflections of Iqbal"

 Statements of Iqbal

 









 








Allama Iqbal writes:
The perfect man, then, is the joining link. On the one hand he receives
illumination from all the essential names, on the other hand all the divine
attributes reappear in him. These attributes are:
(1) Independent life or existence.
(2) Knowledge which is a form of life, as the author proves from a verse of
     the Quran.
(3) Will-the principle of particularisation or the manifestation of the Being.
The author defines it as the illumination of the knowledge of God according
to the requirements of the Essence, hence it is a particular form of
knowledge. It has nine manifestations, all of which are different names for
love, the last is the love in which the lover and the beloved, the knower and
the known, merge into each other and become identical. This form of love,
the author says, is the Absolute Essence; as Christianity teaches God is love.
The author guards here against the error of looking upon the individual act
of will as uncaused. Only the act of the universal will is uncaused; hence he
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implies the Hegelian Doctrine of Freedom, and holds that the acts of man are
both free and determined. 





  



 


























 

 Tenses


 Tenses
Iqbal writes:

"The Perfect man, then, is the joining link. On the one hand he receives
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illumination from all the essential names, on the other hand all the divine
attributes reappear in him."
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"The author guards here against the error of looking upon the individual act
of will as uncaused...."
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"Islam as a   

 Moral and Political Ideal"




 "Speeches, Writings & Statements of Iqbal" 
  Thoughts and Reflections of Iqbal 

 
 

 



Allama Muhammad Iqbal writes:
We see then that the fundamental pre-suppositions, with regard to the nature
of the universe and man, in Buddhism, Christianity and Zoroastrianism
respectively are the following:
(1) There is pain in nature and man regarded as an individual is evil

    (Buddhism).
(2) There is sin in nature and the taint of sin is fatal to man (Christianity).
(3) There is struggle in nature; man is a mixture of the struggling forces and

   is free to range himself on the side of the powers of good which will
   eventually prevail (Zoroastrianism). 
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 "We see then that"  












 man 


 mixture 

"man is a mixture of the 
 struggling forces"

 
 "man is a mixture of the struggling forces"

 "mixture" 
 mixture  compound  Chemistry 





 combination  mixture 


Allama Muhammad Iqbal Writes:
How can we, in the presence of violent internal dispute, expect to succeed in
persuading other to our way of thinking? The work of freeing humanity from
superstition- the ultimate ideal of Islam as a community, for the realisation
of which we have done so little in this great land of myth and superstition -
will ever remain undone if emancipators themselves are becoming gradually
enchained in the very fetters from which it is their mission to set others
free. 
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Speeches, Witings & Statements of Iqbal 
  "The Muslim Community A Social Study" 
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Allama Muhammad Iqbal says:

"In the epic sweep of human history, there is nothing more awe-inspiring,
nothing more destructive of human ambition than the ruins of bygone
nations, empires and civilisations appearing and disappearing, during the
painful course of human evolution, like the scenes of a rapidly vanishing
dream. The forces of Nature appear to respect neither individuals nor
nations; her inexorable laws continue to work as if she has a far-off purpose
of her own, in no sense related to what may be the immediate interest or the
ultimate destiny of man. But man is a peculiar creature. Amidst the most
discouraging circumstances, his imagination, working under the control of
his understanding, gives him a more perfect vision of himself and impells
him to discover the means which would transform his brilliant dream of an
idealised self into a living actuality." 
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Allama Muhammad Iqbal says:
Let me now proceed a step further. In the foregoing discussion I have
tried to establish three propositions.

1. That the religious idea constitutes the life principle of the Muslim
Community. In order to maintain the health and vigour of such a
community, the development of all dissenting forces in it must be
carefully watched and a rapid influx of foreign elements must be
checked or permitted to enter into the social fabric very slowly, so that
it may not bring on a collapse by making too great a demand on the
assimilation of the social organism.

2. Secondly; the mental outfit of the individual belonging to the Muslim
community must be mainly formed out of the material which the
intellectual energy of his forefathers has produced, so that he may be
made to feel the continuity of the present with the past and the future.

3. Thirdly; that he must possess a particular type of character which I have
described as the Muslim type. 
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 Reflections"




"Speeches, Writings & Statements of Iqbal" 
" S t r a y 

 Reflections"

 Stray Reflections 
"Stray Reflections" 






Allama Muhammad Iqbal writes:

The intellectual history of the ancient world will reveal to you this most
significant fact that the decadent in all ages have tried to seek shelter behind
self-mystification and Nihilism. Having lost the vitality to grapple with the
temporal, these prophets of decay apply themselves to the quest of a
supposed enternal; and gradually complete the spiritual improverishment and
physical degeneration of their society by evolving a seemingly charming
ideal of life which seduces even the healthy and powerful to death! 
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    tenses  structure 

"most significant fact" 
 (important)  significant 

 superlative degree  adjective 
 "most significant fact"  fact 





 the  decadent 
 the  decadent 

 rich  poor 
 the poor  the rich  the 

 the decadent    


 "prophets" 
 the healthy and powerful  the temporal 







Allama Muhammad Iqbal writes:

Comparisons, they say, are odious. I want, however, to draw your attention 
to a literary comparison which is exceedingly instructive and cannot be
regarded as odious. Nietzsche and Maulana Jalal-ud-Din Rumi stand at the
opposite poles of thought; but in the history of thought it is the points of
contact and departure which constitute centres of special interest. In spite of
the enormous intellectual distance that lies between them these two great
poet philosophers seem to be in perfect agreement with regard to the
practical bearing of their thought on life. 
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Allama Muhammad Iqbal writes:
I would not exchange for half a dozen systems of philosophy this one verse
of Naziri:




  


 The Persian couplit could be translated as: "Nothing falls short in my
wasteland; every wood that could not be my pulpit I turned it into the
gallows"_KAS. 
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 Transcription 











Allama Muhammad Iqbal writes:

Mirza Abdul Qadir Bedil of Akbarabad is a speculative mind of the highest
order, perhaps the greatest poet-thinker that India has produced since the
days of Shanker. Shanker, however, is an acute logician who ruthlessly
dissects our concrete sense-experience with a view to disclose the presence
of the Universal therein. Bedil - a poet to whom analysis is naturally painful
and inartistic deals with the concrete more gently and suggests the Universal
in it by mere looking at its own suitable point of view:

 
"the wave cannot screen the face of the Ocean
O headless observer, thou hast closed thine eyes, where is the veil"?
Again we have the poet's vision of the individual ( Jiv Atma) in the
following verse:

  



 


The dawn is nothing more than a confused jumble of scattered particles of
light, yet we talk of it as thought it were something concrete, a distinct unity,
a substance. "The conditions (of life) in this wilderness of a world", says
Bedil, "have fastened upon me like the dawn, the false charge of a concrete
combination which my nature does not admit." 
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 ____  concrete 


  


  


"speculative 

 "the highest order"  mind"

 "perhaps" 



 'may' 
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English Text
Herder. Did not know Persian. But his didactic tendency made him
interested in Sa'di. He translated portions of Gulistan in his Blumen des
Paradises. But his eastern studies scarcely influenced his original poems. 
Unlike his contemporary Geothe he received no impulse from the East which
would stimulate him to production. His didactic interest (one sided) rendered
him indifferent to Hafiz and caused him to proclaim Sa'di as a model worthy
of imitation. It was Hafiz who fired the soul of Geothe and inspired him to
write the Diwan. 






  
  

"The Inner Synthesis   
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 (Tenses) 

Allama Muhammad Iqbal Writes:
The spirit of Ancient India aimed at the discovery of God and found Him.
Fortified by this valuable possession Modern India ought to focus on the
discovery of man as a personality ___ as an independent "whole" in all
embracing synthesis of life if she wants to secure a permanent foundation of
her new Nationalism. But does our education today tend to awaken in us
such a sense of inner wholeness? My answer is no. Our education does not
recognise man as a problem, it impresses on us the visible fact of
multiplicity without giving us an insight into the inner unity of life, and thus
tends to make us more and more immersed in our physical environment. The
soul of man is left untouched and the result  is a superficial knowledge with
a mere illusion of culture and freedom. Amidst this predominantly
intellectual culture which must accentuate separate centres with the "whole"
the duty of higher minds in India is to reveal the inner synthesis of life. 
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 "Speeches, Writings and Statements of Iqbal"

"Thoughts and  "Discourses of Iqbal"

 Reflections of Iqbal"


 

 


  





































Allama Muhammad Iqbal writes:
I agree what you, as you know, in regarding quite untenable the view that
finite beings are adjectives of the Absolute. Whatever they are, it is quite
certain to me that they are not that.  
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Allama Muhammad Iqbal writes:
I am writing to tell you with how much pleasure I have been reading your
poems. Have you not changed your position very much? Surely in the days
when we used to talk philosophy together you were much more of a
Pantheistic and mystic.
For my own part I adhere to my own belief that selves are the ultimate 
reality, but as to their true content and their true good my position is, as it
was, that that is to be found in eternity and not in time, and in love rather
than action.
Perhaps, however, the difference is largely a question of emphasis __ we
each lay most weight on what our own country needs. I dare say you are
right when you say that India is too contemplative. But I am sure that
England __ and all Europe __ is not contemplative enough. That is a lesson
that we sought to learn from you __ and no doubt we have something to
teach in return. 
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 "Emotion as the Basis of Civilization"  
 "Emotions as the bases of Civilization" 
 "Basis"  "Emotions"  "Emotion" 

 "basis"  "bases"  "bases"

 "bases" 


 "Emotion as the Basis of Civilization"  
  


Allama Muhammad Iqbal Writes:

The vast difficulty of creating any sense of unity or solidarity in such a group
(i.e. composed of different nations with different traditions and outlooks) is
apparent. All historians declare that the amazing success of Islam in
dominating the world is the astounding coherence or sense of unity in the
group, but they do not explain how this miracle was worked. There can be
little doubt that the most effective means was prayer. The five daily prayers,
when all the faithful, wherever they were, alone in the grim solitude of the
desert or in the vast assemblies in a crowded city, knelt and prostrated
themselves towards Mecca, uttering the same words of adoration for the one
true God and of loyalty to His Prophet, produced an overwhelming effect
even on the spectator and the psychological effect of thus fusing the minds
of the worshippers in a common adoration and expression of loyalty is
certainly stupendous. Muhammad was the first one to see the tremendous
power of public prayer as a unification culture and there can be little doubt
that the power of Islam is due in a large measure to the obedience of the
faithful to this inviolable rule of the five prayers. 

The giving of alms to the poor was also a means of developing the sense of
brotherhood. So, likewise, was the pilgrimage to Mecca...the pilgrimage
proved in the end a great aid in unification, for the men of every tribe and
race met at Mecca with a common purpose and in a common worship and a
feeling of brotherhood would not but be engendered in the process. 
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 "The giving of alms...in the process" 




"The five daily prayers...even 
present tense  past tense  on the spectator"
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 Day Break  Good Bye  Fable 
 Love and Death 
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 "Day Break"


DAYBREAK

A wind came up out of the sea,
And said, "O mists, make room for me." 
It hailed the ships, and cried, "Sail on,
Ye mariners, the night is gone." 
And hurried landward far away,
Crying, "Awake! it is the day." 
It said unto the forest, "Shout!
Hang all your leafy banners out!" 
It touched the wood-bird's folded wing,
And said, "O bird, awake and sing." 
And o'er the farms, "O chanticleer,
Your clarion blow; the day is near." 
It whispered to the fields of corn,
"Bow down, and hail the coming morn." 
It shouted through the belfry-tower,
"Awake, O bell! proclaim the hour." 
It crossed the churchyard with a sigh,
And said, "Not yet! in quiet lie."
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 Foreword 

"And I thank Mrs. Anny Boymann for typing the manuarcript so
corefully.(  )


  





 The Historical Background(Muhammad Iqbal) 






Iqbal has praised him in his poetry as 

the moth around the flam of Divine Unity
He sat, like Abraham, inside the idol-temple (R 113)

(the prophet Abraham is the true monotheist who had broken the idols of his
father, cf IIIC). Already in 1910, Iqbal was aware of the importance of
Aurangzeb for the history of Muslim India--as contrasted to the
all-embracing mystical sway of his unfortunate brother Dara Shikoh: 
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 all-embracing mystical sway 






 

 





 (R113) 
'for the history of 

 Muslim India'




 "cf. IIIC" 


cf. also his speech: Islam, as a social and political ideal, in which he
underlines the importance of Aurangzeb even more. (Aligarh, 1910).

'all-embracing 
 'all-embracing'  mystical sway'
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all-embracing = including, covering or applying to all 
mystical sway = influenced by mysticism 






The poet was aware that it was a difficult task to become a Muslim in this
sense of the word--he himself reminds his reader in the Javid nama (J
1122f.) of the story told by Moulana Rumi about the Magian priest who did
not embrace Islam because he saw before him the example of his neighbour,
the great mystic Bayezid Bistami, and was afraid that he never would reach
these heights of the living faith.
When I say 'I am a Muslim' I tremble, because I know the difficulties of the
witness: "There is no God but God"! (AK 81).
From this basis we may interpret Iqbal's doctrine of God and man, and show
how he understands the contents of the Muslim Creed, and the Five Pillars
of Faith.) 
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 (Tenses)  


 "The poet was aware.." 
 "fully aware" 
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 (AK81,1122f) 


 Gabriel's Wing
In his literary condemnation of the tenants of the Qadiani-sect which was, in
the thirties, most active in the Punjab, it is one of the points of
controversy--besides the problem of the finality of Prophethood--that the
Qadianis and Ahmadis advocated a purely spiritual interpretation of jihad. 

The shaikh has given a fetwa: It is the time of the pen,
Now there is no more work left for the sword! (ZK 22).

He has even depicted Satan in a poem, composed in 1936, as an advocate of
this conviction and has made him declare that Holy War was now forbidden
for the Muslims of this age--a hint to the Qadinani doctrine. 





  
 



  










 



   





 

 

378 



 




 


 




 

How revolutionary such an expression was, can be understood from the
famous story which is contained in Attar's both prose and poetry: that a
certain mystic who claimed to have reached the stage of satisfaction (rida)
asked God "O my Lord, art Thou satisfied with me that I am completely
satisfied with Thee? And the answer came: Thou liar--if thou werest
satisfied with us thou wouldst not have asked Our satisfaction!" 1840 





  






  
   

  
 



 


"184) Attar, Ilahinama ed. Ritter, p/209; the same story almost al-Husri in
his Tadhkira II 175."(  )
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On the question of the poet why this mysterious world is still hidden in its
veils and has not yet realized in full during the 13 centuries of Islamic
history Afghani again attacks the conventional mollas whose eyes are
blinded against the sun of Divine truth, and calls Iqbal himself to preach and
practice the interior richness of the Divine Book. In this interpretation the
Quran is not merely the single remedy for individuals and nations.

do you not know: the burning of your reciting of the Quran makes 
different the destiny of life? (AH 133)

but the eternal leader for humanity:

its wisdom is the jugular vein of the nation (R 117)

says Iqbal with an open reference to Sura 50/16 according to which God is
nearer to man than his jugular vein. 
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 (AH33, R11) 
 "but the eternal leader for humanity" 




".... and calls Iqbal himself to preach and practice the interior richness of the
Divine Book."

  


  "practice' 
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The deep veneration and admiration which Iqbal felt for the generations of
great practical mystics thanks to whom India had become partly islamized, is
palpable in many of his poems, starting with the Bang-i-Dara where he
glorifies the refuge of the wanderer, the sanctuary of the mahbub-i ilahi, the
divinely Beloved (i.e Nizamaddin Auliya) in Delhi (BD 87), and writes a
poem on Abdulqadir Gilani who has been, in India, the object of a whole
literature of hymnical praises.) 
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48. Goethe's Faust
Goethe picked up an ordinary legend and filled it with the  whole experience
of the nineteenth century - nay, the  entire experience of the human race.
This transformation of an ordinary legend into a systematic expression of
man's ultimate ideal is nothing short of Divine workmanship. It is as good as
the creation of a beautiful universe out of the chaos of formless matter. 
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122. The Man with a Single Idea
If you wish to be heard in the noise of this world, let your soul be dominated
by a single idea. It is the man with a single idea who creates political and
social revolutions, establishes empires and gives law to the world. 
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Philosophy ages; poetry rejuvenates
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Let us now trace the various steps of Bergsonian thought in the poetry of
Bedil. It is, however, necessary to state here that Bedil wrote a good deal of
prose and poetry. The present study is based on his Diwan alone (comprising
almost thirty thousand verses) of which the present writer fortunately
possesses a manuscript copy. 
1) The first point to be noted is that our intellect can touch only the surface
of Reality, it can never enter in to it. Bedil is never tired of emphasising this
fact:- 

 


"The wave and the foam cannot see in to the depth of the ocean:
A whole world is restless for the knowledge of Reality,
Yet does not posses the necessary qualification"!
Physical science armoured with logical categories decomposes the Real with
its conceptualization of it. It is only a kind of post-mortem examination of
Reality and consequently cannot catch it as a living forward movement:- 

 









"All these arguments which blossom out of thy investigation are nothing
more than tiny star-lamps in the lustrous residence of the Sun" 
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English Text  
Let us now trace the
v a r i o u s  s t e p s  o f
Bergsonian thought in
the poetry of Bedil. 









 steps  trace 
 steps  trace 


 watch  look 

 steps  notice 
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A  idiom 

 good deal of

Bedil wrote a 
 poetry  prose  good deal of prose and poetry

 a good deal of 


 point to be noted 
 is never tired of 




English Text  
The f irst point  to be
noted is that our intellect
c a n  t o u c h  o n l y  t h e
surface of Reality,.....







 verb  adverb  only 
 Noun 




English Text  


"......are nothing more
than tiny star lamps in
the lustrous residence of
the Sun"
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